BY JANTINA ELLENS 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 2010/11 


This past month I had the oppor- 
tunity to meet with Dr. Krygsman and 
ask him a few questions about the in- 
terview process and his dreams for the 
work he will be doing here. 


Ellens: Congratulations. It’s exciting 
to have you here. We were wondering 
about the interview process and how 
you fit in among the other candidates. 
Last time there was a bit of an uproar 
about Dr. Cooper being chosen over 
Dr. Botha because it seemed that Re- 
deemer was sticking with the old in- 
stead of embracing the new...we were 
wondering how you see yourself fitting 
into that spectrum, of course you're 
new but... 


Krygsman: Inevitably I am a new face 
because I al to Redeemer 
also, over the next five years, there will 
be significant changes in Redeemer’s 
leadership because all of the VPs will be 
retiring. At the same time I am deeply 
committed to what Redeemer’s vision 
is, what its stance is in terms of bibli- 
cal holistic Christian higher education 
and so there won't be a revolution; but 
it may be that coming from a different 
institution with some different experi- 
ences that we will make some changes 
incrementally over time as we get a new 
administrative team. So that becomes 
an opportunity to make adjustments to 
the structure as needed. But, having 
a new face will open the prospects for 
just a different tone, perhaps, different 
personalities and that’s inevitable, es- 
pecially for someone coming from the 
outside. Now I do come from a sister 
institution, and Dordt and Redeemer 
have many things in common in terms 
of not only its Christian perspective, 
but in terms of size and how we seek to 
serve our students. 


new and 


Ellens: And so, do you have anything 
specifically in mind as to changes you'd 
like to make or things you'd like to add 
to the atmosphere here? 


Krygsman: Well, first of all, there are 
some things already at Redeemer that 
I think are very strong that I would 
keep—I would like to see continue, put 
it that way—and that’s not up to me 
entirely either, I mean we’re a whole 
community (and that’s important) and 
a single person isn’t going to change 
that. Things like Redeemer’s strong 
commitment to holistic Christian high- 
er education; strong commitment to 
engagement with the community; to its 
very strong reputation for scholarship, 
high quality scholarship; its diversity in 
terms of different Christian denomina- 
tions. Those are things about Redeemer 
that I think are great strengths to con- 
tinue to cultivate. The board developed 
a strategic plan with a number of what 
they call great g great 
and those have to do with, tor exampie, 
getting better integration or collabora- 
tion between student life and develop- 
ment and the academic side of student 
life: so finding programs and building 
structured connections to make that 
collaboration happen so that we see 
our educational life also growing out 
of our spiritual life. For example, as 
we saw in chapel today—emphasizing 
education of the whole person...that’s 
the kind of work that I’ve been heav- 
ily involved in at Dordt and those are 
some emphases that the board has, 
that Redeemer is trying to develop and 
that I have some experience to, so it’s a 
good fit that way. 


oals, four goals, 


Ellens: When Dr. Cooper was in office 
he mentioned that one of his goals had 
been to develop the international areas 
of Redeemer’s outlook? 


Krygsman: That's another one, glob- 
al...there’s different ways of thinking 
about that...Redeemer to my knowl- 


a 


edge, and maybe I’m mistaken about 
this, but to my knowledge it’s pretty 
much centered in Canada. That is, 
most, pretty well all, students are Ca- 
nadian or some are American, I know 
that. It’s programs are largely internal 
to Canada, so we don’t send a lot of stu- 
dents overseas for a semester abroad. 


- McGuinty budget modernizes OSAP 


BY HEIDI DEVRIES 


It’s that time of year again. Students 
are busy preparing for exams and writ- 
ing final papers, looking forward to a 
summer free from deadlines and grad- 
ing. For some of you, summer-time 
means relaxing at the family cottage, 
touring Europe, and working on your 
tan. For those of you whose parents 
aren't funding your education, whose 
car has been running on fumes since 
February and who have been living 
on baby carrots and Kraft Dinner for 
the past two months, summer is syn- 


onymous with manual labour—green- 
house work or landscaping if you have 
Dutch connections, tree planting if you 
are the brave type. Before you break 
out the bug spray and shelf your text- 
books, however, you may want to check 
out the McGuinty government's recent 
changes to the Ontario Student Assis- 
tance Plan. 


As part of its five-year plan to gen- 
erate growth in the job market, the 
Ontario government announced, 
on March 30th, that they would be 
“modernizing” OSAP. What does this 


mean for Redeemer students? Well, 
for those of you who have been serv- 
ing coffee at Williams all year to keep 
your debt down, it means that you will 
be able to keep twice as much of your 
income before your earnings affect 
your OSAP funding. The government 
has doubled the income exemption for 
students from fifty dollars per week to 
one hundred dollars per week. The cap 
on annual student debt has also been 
increased, for the first time in twelve 
years, from $7,000 to $7,300 for a full 
academic year. 


Photo from Redeemer Photo Gallery 


So when we talk about intérnational- 
izing or globalizing the campus, we're 
talking about a number of ways to equip 
our students to live as kingdom ser- 
vants in what’s now a global communi- 
ty. How do we do that? One of the ways 
to do that is with new academic pro- 
(Continued on page 2) 


If you are hoping to receive your 
Mrs. or Mr. degree this summer (con- 
gratulations on your engagement by- 
the-way), Mr. McGuinty’s wedding gift 
to you is that the amount which your 
spouse is required to contribute to your 
education has been reduced by ten per- 
cent. If you are married or have a de- 
pendent child (and no, your new hus- 
band does not count as a dependant 
child), the government has doubled the 
vehicle exemption so that your OSAP 
assessment will not be affected by the 
fact that you own a vehicle worth up to 
$10,000. 


If you (Continued on page 2) 
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McGuinty budget modernizes OSAP 


(Continued from front page)a r e 
graduating this spring, Dalton 
McGuinty has an early present for you 
as well: the Ontario Government will 
pay the interest on your loan for the 
first six months after your graduation. 
This should give you enough time to 


apply to graduate programs and fur- 
ther deter paying back the rest of your 
OSAP. If you decide to enter the “real 
world” and get a job, the provincial 
government has joined the federal Re- 
payment Assistance Program to ensure 
that no more than twenty percent of 


your family income will be required to 
pay back loans. For those of you who 
may still find yourselves tree plant- 
ing after graduation, I would be more 
worried about the black flies than 
the collection agencies since student 
loan debt will be forgiven after fifteen 


years. To learn more about the recent 
changes to OSAP, or simply because 


you are looking for another way to put 


off studying for Reformed Theology, 
head to https://osap.gov.on.ca/eng/ 
eng_osap_main.html. 
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(Continued from front page) 
grams like international studies or in- 
ternational relations, which I think we 
need. But there are other ways as well, 
developing off campus programs or 
developing ways that our students can 
participate in semester abroad pro- 
grams, so that our students have that 
experience; and then thirdly, seeking 
opportunities to bring international 
students to Redeemer to study here. At 
Dordt, I'm director of the Andreas Cen- 
tre, which has a pot of funds that is used 
to enable both students and faculty to 
engage global culture from a Christian 
perspective. So I've been involved in 
helping to develop plans and programs 
for students to go and shoot film in the 
Philippines, and Kenya, and so on as a 
part of a journalism project or graphic 
arts digital media project, to send our 
faculty to teach at a sister institution 
in Zambia, Africa. All those things and 
those experiences I hope that we can 
develop at Redeemer as well. They’re 
fantastic, they're life-changing expe- 
riences. I teach history of the Muslim 
world and I’ve been a contact person 
for one of the study abroad programs 
that we’re part of at Dordt and I’ve 
been sending students, you know three 
or four students, to study for a semes- 
ter in the Middle East and those are life 
changing experiences, amazing, and in 
turn they prepare our students for all 
kinds of fascinating roles. So I hope 
that we can do some of that. 


Ellens: What challenges does some- 


one in your position face? 


Krygsman: Well there’s a fairly wide 
range and most of the challenges are 
sort of on-going. They’re constant, so 
you could hear some of them in Dr. 
Cooper’s comments this morning. 
Those challenges include things like 
continuing to cultivate constituency 
support and student enrollment, and 
trying to broaden Redeemer’s appeal, 
to get wider support to grow the num- 
ber of students we have so that we can 
expand our offerings and programs. So 
that’s one set of challenges. Another set 
of challenges has to do with maintain- 
ing close relations with the communi- 
ty—the greater Hamilton community, 
but also the province of Ontario, the 
AUCC, both the legislative and univer- 
sity bodies, so that we can continue to 
remain accredited and grant degrees 
and the like. That’s very important and 
we've had some challenges there with 
members of the larger Canadian com- 
munity of universities who questioned 
the possibility of Christian education. ' 
So we have work to do there. And then 
building an internal community that, 
amid its diversity of both students and 
faculty and also supporters, shares a 
common anda deep Christian vision for 
higher education and what that’s about. 
So those are a number of strands, and 
then, you know, simple things, simple 
(ha!), budgets, you know, maintaining 
balanced budgets, working within tight 
resource constraints. There’s a num- 
ber of things like that. 


Ellens: Just one final question I guess, 
coming back to diversity. Often diver- 
sity is a great thing, but there’s often 
pressure to conform to the diversity 
or the pluralistic society that we're in. 
How do you approach maintaining our 
otherness but also a world outreach? 


Krygsman: Yeah, I don’t know if 
you're familiar with a book by Griffioen 
and Mouw...I forget the title of it right 
now...pluralism...it’s on pluralism any- 
way and they argue that in the public 
sphere you need to have pluralism, 
that is: different people with differ- 
ent convictions need to have a certain 
amount of space in the public square 
to make their case and contribute to 
the public well being. So in that sense, 
you have to be an advocate of plurality 
and pluralism. We can and we need to 
take opportunities to learn from each 
other. So that’s true about the broad- 
er world that redeemer is part of. It’s 
also true within Redeemer when we 
think of different denominations and 
the gifts that they have to share; but at 
the same time, as Griffioen and Mouw 
rightly point out, when it comes to fun- 
damental faith commitments those are 
cosmic claims that cannot be say, rela- 
tivistic. So I think you can, you need 
and can have pluralism at certain lev- 
els and within certain constraints, but 
at a place like redeemer, we need also 
to have a common faith commitment 
and common biblical vision and that’s 
a challenge—to find where those differ- 
ent levels are—what we share in com- 
mon and where we have, say, opportu- 
nity and need for differences. So. 


Ellens: Great. Do you have anything 
you would like to say or note for the 
students? 


Krygsman: Well, just I’m very excited 
to come back; I’m chomping at the bit 
to begin my work at Redeemer. I see all 
kinds of opportunities for growth and 
development, good things to do with 
the community. I’m very excited and 
pleased about the spirit at Redeemer; 
it’s a pretty deep faith commitment 
that is very intentionally cultivated and 
I think that that is the absolute neces- 
sity for Christian education. So, if you 
have that, then we can do all kinds of 
other things. If you have faith you can 
move mountains, right? And so I’m 
just terrifically excited about the possi- 
bilities for that. We'll grow programs, 
we'll struggle, and tussle over bud- 
gets and things like that, but there’s a 
lot of good and there’s a terrific need 
and opportunity for Christians to, first 
of all get a Christian education, now, 
while you’re young—now I remember 
a speaker came to Dordt College and 
said “Sort out your perspective and 
your worldview now ‘cause when you 
get beyond your college life you won't 
have time and that’s when you'll need 
it.” So take your education very seri- 
ously, ask those big questions, now, 
and Redeemer’s the place you can do 
that. So I want to encourage students 
to do that. 
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Loud music and open windows 


BY JANTINA ELLENS 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 2010/11 


There’s something about the beau- 
tiful weather that we’ve been having 
lately that simply demands open win- 
dows and loud music. I was prompted 
to consider this the other day as I was 
driving around Brantford doing er- 
rands. The radio was cranked the loud- 
est it’s been in months and I was en- 
joying the warm sunlight through the 
bent sunglasses I had dug out of the 
side door of my car. 


And then I got to thinking, loud 
music and open windows should also 
be demanded by the Crown. I don’t 
mean actual music and actual win- 
dows, though both of those are a wel- 
come addition to the Crown office, but, 
as I begin to step into the role of editor- 


in-chief for the 2010/2011 year, I'd like 
to transfer the feelings that I get from 
those things into the feelings that you 
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get reading this. 


Work with me for a minute. Open 
windows allow things to air out. They 
allow the wind to blow away any of 
those last night’s 
dinner smells that 
have slowly been 
accumulating over 
the last couple of 
winter months, and 
replaces those with 
the scent of bloom- 
ing hyacinths and 
daffodils instead. 
Every time you 
walk by a window 
you are reminded of all the promises 
that the world holds. May the Crown 
do this for you, may it air you out and 
open you up to new growth. May it en- 
courage you through the fresh ideas 
and promises it holds within its pages. 


At the same time, enjoy the loud mu- 


“Loud music and 
open windows 
should also be 
demanded by 

The Crown.” 
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sic! Relax, act a little crazy as you sing 
along to those lyrics you’re pretty sure 
you still don’t understand. We don’t all 
share the same taste, but at least we 
can appreciate the differences, maybe 
even learn a little from 
each other. I'll trade you 
my Billy Talent III if you 
share your choral hymns 
(I’ve been looking for a 
good collection, can you 
recommend one?), At 
least we can celebrate 
together—even in the 
midst of papers, looming 
exams, and potentially 
terrible summer jobs— 
that we are blessed. 


Take a breath for a moment, crank 
your music and prop open that win- 
dow. Celebrate with me. Another 
school year's been completed; the the- 
atre productions were grand successes, 
the building's getting a facelift, and 


yee 


Redeemer’s getting a new president. 
Things may not always go as planned, 
maybe you'll have to wear the bent 
sunglasses and, to be polite, you'll turn 
down your music at the stoplight; but 
as we look forward to an entirely new 
part of the journey or just another year 
of the old, may you be blessed. 


I look forward to sharing the coming 
year with you. I look forward to sharing 
new experiences with you and encour- 
aging the voices among you. I hope 
that the Crown can continue to expand 
and challenge you as you in turn chal- 
lenge us. I hope that together we can 
relax and enjoy more great articles and 
differing opinions as we continue to ex- 
plore what God has in store for us all. 
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Saving the world takes more than an English degree 


BY ROBERT JOUSTRA 
ALUMNUS 


Robert Joustra is an alumnus of Re- 
deemer, a researcher at Cardus, a PhD 
candidate, and regular columnist in 
Comment, Cardus’ worldview journal, 
where this article originally appeared 
on April 1, 2010. It can also be viewed 
at cardus.ca. 


Say we're into social justice. Aware- 
ness has never been higher. I have nev- 
er had so many students who are keen 
on “social justice” and (justly) enraged 
by poverty, scarcity driven conflict, 
racial and gender violence, maternal 
health and affordable education. I love 
these students; I would never begrudge 
or denigrate these convictions. 


But conviction’s not where the policy 
community is hung up. We’re hung up 
on strategy, and all the awareness cam- 
paigns, Capitol Hill marches and rock 
star concerts in the world aren’t going 
to hammer out actionable strategies. 
It’s not just that people don’t care; it’s 
that we’re deadlocked about what to 
do. We're all on the side of doing good 
in the world, but the trick is moving 
past the moral imperative to talk strat- 
egy. And Ive found that when students 
graduate from university and navigate 
that critical quarter-life crisis, they’re 
just as deadlocked as the rest of us. 
What to do? 


1. Get architectonic about it 

The basic criticism of pundits like 
Dambisa Moyo is that well-meaning 
development has facilitated short-term 
results and long-term dependence. 
It lacks, in the language of Abraham 
Kuyper, an architectonic critique. 
Kuyper means that the problems that 
lock people into poverty, injustice and 
segregation are not exclusively individ- 
ual in nature. It’s not simply that there 
are some bad people out there doing 
bad things, and we’ve got to root them 
out and lock them up. No, it’s that there 
is systemic injustice. The problem is 
actually in the machine, and so it is not 
enough to ask short-term questions 
about where one bad apple came from. 
We must ask why the courts provide no 
justice, why the fields produce no food 
and why we cannot freely buy and sell. 


Yes, short-term we may need some 
transitional seed money in the form of 
aid. Indeed, we may also need a peace- 
keeping regimen to firmly establish the 
rule of law. But these are not indefinite 
solutions. They are intended to be tran- 
sitional, as the solutions within states 
are given a chance to emerge. Security, 


governance, trade and aid are all part 
of a package of solutions that contrib- 
ute meaningfully to long-term growth. 


Surely every good aid worker should 
be in the game to work themselves out 
of a job. But to work ourselves out of 
a job, we need a complimentary part- 
nership with folks who will secure laws 
and rules, jobs and capital. We need 
good social architects. 


2. Invest in a skill that contributes to 
long-term development 

We have been learning about short- 
term aid strategies, about crisis in- 
tervention and emergency reactions. 
Canada, much to its credit, learned 
important lessons from the tsunami 
of 2004, so when a major earthquake 
struck Haiti in January 2010, our reac- 
tion was swift, practiced and effective. 
I wonder: will we answer the long-term 
call in Haiti as 
effectively? 


This is where 
passion needs to 
be tempered by 
practice. Passion 
is not enough to 
arm a summer 
student to run 
a brothel raid, 
crash a forced la- 
bour ring or line 
up seed money 
microloans. My 
millennial gen- 
eration isn’t in- 
clined to wait, but this is one vocation- 
al call that we dare not stack with the 
green and untried. Development is not 
a summer jaunt for youth off to find 
themselves: it is delicate, professional, 
rigorous work that must be done at the 
highest level. We must be sending our 
best and brightest, not our passionate 
but marginally qualified. 


Malcolm Gladwell famously talks of 
the 10,000 hours that it takes to form 
mastery. David Greusel meaningfully 
meditated in this space on Tessa Vir- 
tue and the “joy of mastery.” This is 
the kind of approach we need to de- 
velopment: an approach that is archi- 
tectonic, intelligent, masterful—full of 
joy. Not the joy “of someone who bare- 
ly qualified. Not the I don’t care what 
happens joy... the joy of someone who 
had mastered a difficult task, and who 
is ready to perform it, and who knows 
she is ready, and who can’t wait to let 
the world see what she and her partner 
can do. It is the joy of mastery.” 


“Passion is not 
enough to arm a sum- 
mer student to run a 
brothel raid, crash a 
forced labour ring or 
line up seed money 
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3. Get social innovation 

Social innovation is critical for in- 
stitutions facing flagging development 
strategies. More than ever, traditional 
and governmental institutions need 
Millennials committed to social in- 
novation. As world economic capacity 
shifts to the developing world, strate- 
gies for what Paul Collier calls the bot- 
tom billion will need to shift in tandem. 
Already the major question on the de- 
velopment scene is China’s global ac- 
tivism. Stephen Lewis calls it a “deal 
with the devil” but Dambisa Moyo says 
“the Chinese are our friends.” The Su- 
dan, among many others, hangs in the 
balance. This is one sector that simply 
will not have the luxury of depending 
on tested models; development strate- 
gies will need to be lean and adaptive 
into the twenty-first century, critically 
sensitive to the rapid movements of la- 
bour and finance. 


This is one rea- 
son why it’s impor- 
tant to not abandon 
traditional state 
institutions. While 
the foreign service 
of major states can 
be guilty of run- 
ning silo strategies, 
decentralized and, 
at times, discon- 
nected NGOs run 
a much higher risk. 


high to aspire to 

elite government 
institutions, but that should only en- 
courage us that the cultural cache is 
higher, the resources more available, 
the results more lasting. These institu- 
tions need leading innovators for last- 
ing architectonic reformation. The fin- 
est NGOs in the globe might transform 
postal codes, but only a collection of 
innovation-minded policy jocks at the 
World Trade Organization or World 
Bank—like Joseph Stiglitz and Paul 
Collier—can move a system toward ar- 
chitectonic reformation. Transforma- 
tion depends on both. 


Two Examples 

Let me conclude with two NGOs I 
think everyone should know: Hope 
International and the International 
Justice Mission. The work of these two 
organizations is at once architectonic 
and imminent. IJM makes legal inter- 
ventions all over the developing world 
in the cases of the worst abuse of slav- 
ery and of exploitation. Hope Interna- 
tional runs a microfinance program in 


_ The bar can be very — 


the bottom billion, societies with no 
hope of attracting foreign direct invest- 
ment (FDI) but who depend on these 
seed monies and the local activism of 
an international community. Both are 
in dire need of professional and prac- 
tised people in the areas of law and fi- 
nance. And critically, both need people 
staffing other global institutions that 
close legal loop holes, provide fairer 
and freer trade, drive FDI abroad, in- 
crease labour governance and more: 
in short, experts renovating the global 
social architecture, toward a fairer and 
a more equitable system of governance 
that their work depends on. 


I talked with Peter Greer recently, 
President of Hope International, who 
told me that if I knew crack business 
students who knew the fundamentals 
of how to invest soundly, he had a job 
for them. The truth is, he can’t find 
enough. The actual practice of long- 
term development, of providing loans 
to communities to spur return and re- 
investment, is understaffed. 


Conclusion 

The generalization is that our dis- 
ciplines of English and social work 
intellectually fund the social left, and 
our business and law fund the political 
right. The truth is you can’t build soci- 
eties without both. Hernando de Soto 
sharply criticizes developed countries 
for splitting their left and their right 
foreign aid, development and diplo- 
macy, and the right takes trade and 
treasury. Our development strategies 
start to look schizophrenic—we've ef- 
fectively exported the fault lines of our 
own societies to those of others. Our 
incapacity to politically communicate 
within is seriously impeding our capac- 
ity to partner with developing societies 
abroad. 


I wish I had more business and 
law students in development classes. 
I wish, to be blunt, that social justice 
wasn't a clarion call for only one half of 
the political spectrum. We have aware- 
ness. We have emergency response. 
We have stories and passion. We need 
strategy. We need implementation. We 
need law and justice, capital and for- 
eign investment. 


Want to save the developing world? 
Great! But English and social work 
won't be enough. Send us your MBAs 
and LLBs; we've got some architecton- 
ic work to do. 


ARGH! 
\ 


More student 
papers: 


Student excuse letters. 
Just look at this one. 


\ 


DEAR. SIR. 
t COULD) NOT GET 
DRUNK EVOUGH TO 
GET OVER MY 

GOLDFISW DIE) LAST 


ATE IF You DL)M'T 


WAR). 
Yours TRULY, 


WRITER'S BLOCK. MY 
NIGHT SO L') APPRECI- 
MARK MY PAPER ¥ 


What's with the stains? 


SOUL 
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Wanted: Sauls 


BY AMILA PEIRIS 


Raise your hand if you thought high 
school sucked. 


My experience of high school, I can 
assure you, was not the most ideal. 
However, I am appreciative of it. Let 
me explain. On the outside, I had a 
lot of friends, was involved with many 
extra-curricular and school related ac- 
tivities. I pretty much had it all togeth- 
er. The truth is that every day I walked 
to school in fear and was constantly on 
my guard. I went to a Christian high 
school for grades nine and ten and then 
decided I wanted to 
be a light in darkness. 
So, I left. 


Insert the dark halls 
of a public school. 
(Gasp!) 


If you’ve ever ex- 
perienced this, then 
you'll know’ what 
I'm talking about. 
The transition was 
harsh. You go from 
an environment that 
screams Jesus is the way! To... Jesus is 
gay! Suddenly, you find yourself look- 
ing quite foolish in the eyes of all your 
peers. I was never fortunate enough 
to meet the cool Christian kids in high 


“IT was never for- 
tunate enough 
to meet the cool 
Christian kids in 
high school. I still 
don’t even know 
if they exist.” 


school. I still don’t even know if they 
exist. That is, I was cool... I think. 


High school was a battle field! I had 
to walk every day with the armour of 
God surrounding me. That was be- 
cause everyone in my classes, including 
crazy liberal teachers (who were out to 
get the Christian club), opposed God. I 
mean, it seemed as if everyone was out 
to get me. But you know what? Never 
before had I felt so alive and purpose- 
ful or so close to God! While everyone 
else curses his name, you are left with 
three options: 


Option 1: Screw it. 
Curse God and die. 
This will gain you ac- 
cess to the world of 
popularity or friends. 
Take your pick. But 
hey, it wasn’t like you 
were sincere about 
your faith anyways. 
It was something you 
did on Sundays. 


Option 2: Be a 
double agent. I’m 
pretty sure the Bible 
calls this category the lukewarm ones. 
Let’s be serious here. If you admit to 
being a Jesus freak, you risk the chance 
of having lame friends or none. In 
this scenario, you can pretty much do 


If you look for truth, you may find comfort 
in the end; if you look for comfort you will 
not get either comfort or truth only soft 
soap and wishful thinking to begin, and in 
the end, despair. 


-C.S. Lewis 


whatever. Well almost. You live on the 
border. At times, you will join in and 
ignore God’s voice while at other times 
you will stick up for your faith and do 
what's right. 


Option 3: Be a Paul. This one is a tad 
bit tricky. You will surely be persecut- 
ed. However, the love of Christ which 
flows through you and unto others is 
greater than your own selfish desires 
and pursuits. So you take it - slam after 
slam of others hating you. 


I'll be honest, none of these sound 
that appealing. In every case you lose 
something! Then again, when was liv- 
ing for Christ in the face of opposition 
ever easy? Didn’t Jesus say, “If you be- 
longed to the world, it would love you 
as its own. As it is, you do not belong to 
the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world. That is why the world hates 
you.” The key word here is “hate”. 
That’s okay because being persecuted 
for our faith is a good thing. It weeds 
out the sheep from the goats and we 
want to be sheep. 


I find in our school, we are lacking 
that kind of persecution where people 
are constantly attacking your faith. 
That is probably because every one 
here is Christian! Or at least shares 
similar values. The beauty of being in 
an environment where every one hates 
you is that you become so much more 
aware of what you believe and why you 
believe it. You are challenged to defend 


your faith and love God with all your 
mind in addition to your heart, soul, 
and strength. I cannot begin to ex- 
plain how taking a personal interest in 
apologetics has caused me to grow in 
my faith. As much as we need to be an 
example to others in our faith, we also 
need these people to sharpen ours. 


I am not saying that we cannot grow 
in our faith here at Redeemer. I, per- 
sonally, have grown so much through 
conversations with people, the com- 
munity here, chapel, and courses. Be- 
sides, God works in every situation to 
mould us. What I am saying is that 
Redeemer’s environment lacks peo- 
ple who can challenge our faith as the 
Sauls we so desperately need. As a re- 
sult we should strive to surround our- 
selves with others who despise God as 
often as possible. There are plenty of 
ways of doing so already. For one, vol- 
unteering with Deedz every Friday is a 
great way to interact with the people of 
Hamilton. Just hanging out downtown 
and talking to people is another. When 
we come out of our comfort zones, it’s 
no longer about us, but about God and 
how he uses Christians and non-Chris- 
tians alike to form us. It is integral to 
the growth of our faith to include in- 
teraction with those who oppose our 
beliefs. 


So get out there. I dare you. 
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Local Poet Visits Redeemer 


BY JOEL FABER 


On Wednesday, March 31st, local 
poet John Terpstra visited Redeemer 
to share a cycle of his poems which was 
written for Holy Week. The fourteen 
sections of “This Orchard Sound” corre- 
spond roughly to the fourteen “stations” 
of the cross, drawn from the tradition- 
al Roman Catholic mode of telling the 
story of Jesus's life during Holy Week, 
culminating in His crucifixion. English 
students and interested visitors heard 
the entire cycle and engaged in a lively 
discussion with the genial poet, while 
the wider Redeemer community ben- 
efitted from his contribution of the last 
poem to our Holy Wednesday chapel. 
Much of Terpstra’s poetry was written 
either specifically for worship or about 
community formed around worship, 
and though the morning’s reading did 
have an almost liturgical sense about 
it, the poem he read in chapel seemed 
to have found its natural home in the 
context of worship. 


Not only is John Terpstra a local 


Christian poet, but his roots share the 
same soil as Redeemer’s. He attended 
high school in Hamilton, and returned 
to this city with his wife after his gradu- 
ation from the University of Toronto. 
Although one of his poems, published 
in 1997, confesses 
that “I moved to 
Burlington in my 
sleep”, he has in 
fact lived in Ham- 
ilton about as long 
as Redeemer has 


“Much of Terp- 
stra’s poetry was 
written either spe- 


Tongues of Flame”, the poet huffs and 
puffs his way up the old flight of stairs 
from Dundurn St. to Garth St.: “and 
though they are wooden stairs / that 
make a nice wooden sound, and though 
/ they lean endearingly to one side or 
another / in a man- 
ner steel could never 
comprehend, / there 
are still two hundred 
and forty-six of them” 
(lines 6-10). Having 
made the effort, how- 


(and, according to Cifically for wor- ever, he is captivated 
the poem, doesn’t : by the lights of the 
even like Burling- ship or about com- city gradually coming 
ton in his waking ‘ out as night falls. In 
moments). munity formed one of my favourite 
sr, ” ~ ‘Terpstra imaginings, 

One thing that around worship. he tells how, millen- 


he does like is our 

local geography, and this makes the 
phrase “local poet” more meaningful 
than simply “a poet who, like us, lives 
within scent of the harbourfront on a 
sticky summer’s day”. For example, 
the escarpment figures large in his 
poetic vision. In “Flames of Affection, 


nia ago, there were 
giants who lived here — who loved liv- 
ing here — who would sit on the edge 
of Hamilton Mountain and try to skip 
the smoothest stones all the way across 
the bay. 


John Terpstra is a friendly, down- 


to-earth sort of man, as much the cabi- 


netmaker (his day job) as poet, and isa 
good example of the sometimes-over- 

looked fact that poets are people too, 
people with often quite ordinary lives 


outside their writing studios. “I’ve writ- 
ten in every room in our house,” Terp- 
stra told us that Wednesday morning, 
and paused thoughtfully. “Except the 
bathroom,” he finished with a smile. 
Perhaps this personality is why much 
of his poetry tells a story or centres 
around an ordinary experience, and his 
artistry is evident in the twist that he 
gives that experience, a twist that com- 
pletely alters the way you see what he 
has to show us. 


The Holy Week series “This Orchard 
Sound” is a major part of The Church 
Not Made With Hands, which was re- 
cently republished; the bookstore car- 
ries several of Terpstra’s other recent 
works — check them out if you’re curi- 
ous, and if you take a good look, per- 
haps you'll see a few of his visions for 
yourself. 
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Student Senate’s Success for the 2009/2010 Year 


BY STUDENT SENATE 


Student Senate consists of 13 elected 
students that make a variety of deci- 
sions that influence the experiences 
students have at Redeemer University 


College. These decisions, although of- 


ten voted upon by the entirety of the 
Student Senate, are created and used 
by four different committees that the 
Executive Senate members chair. 
There are the Activities Committee, the 
SASC Committee (Spiritual Activities 
and Services Committee), the Student 
Affairs Committee, and the Communi- 
cations Committee. Over the 2009/10 


first events the SASC 


year, Student Senate, along with these 
committees have grown and influenced 
the life of students over the past year in 
new ways. 


“Hobbies for Hilltop” was one of the 


this school year, raising over $5000 
for the University Mkar to help pay for 
their current proffessors to earn their 
Masters Degrees (Currently many of 
the proffesors are teaching with only 
an Under-Graduate Degree). The Ac- 
tivities Committee has hosted a variety 
of events such as the Spring Banquet, 
Coffee House every month, and the up- 


coming April event “Hand on a Car”. 
The Student Affairs Committee was 
put into full motion this year connect- 
ing the faculty with the students to help 
with any concerns students have with 
Sodexo, professors, and much more. 


_ The Communications . Committee 
helped connect the students with what 


Student Senate does for them through 
the awareness campaign, which in- 
volved giving out free “Student Sen- 
ate” pens, as well as handing out a bag 
of cookies and a brochure introduc- 
ing what Senate does for them to each 
dorm. 


Besides Senate itself, there are many 
Senate and Student-run clubs that en- 
gage the students in various activities. 
The newest of these for the winter term 
of 2010 include the “Hymn-Sing Club” 
and the “Airswitch Club”. The 2009/10 


_. academic year has been a very success- 


ful year for Student Senate as it has in- 
fluenced a number of positive changes 
that help make Redeemer University 
College the succesful academic institu- 
tion that it strives to be. 
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Finally... my bags are packed and I’m outta here! 


BY JOY JOHNSON 


Dear first-years, have you heeded 
my warnings this year? Probably not! 
You more than likely skipped a few 
classes — please tell me I wasn’t the 
only one! - or maybe you went on Fa- 
cebook in a Payton class and he caught 
you red-handed. Such things can be 
assumed since the history professors 
seem to have a gift for detecting online 
networking. It’s like their senses are 
heightened to things like MSN, Twitter 
and Skype. My dream was to see some- 
one try to have a Skype conversation 
during class. Maybe that’s something 
an inexperienced first-year could be 
persuaded to do next year, eh? 


I have a small secret to admit to 
you, first-year. I didn’t write eight ar- 
Se ee ee ee 
sake, I didn’t intend #5 teat 
you lessons. What I really 
wanted to | o was remind upper year 
students of the great times they had as 
first-years. It’s the easiest thing to lose 
the wonder of first-year when you're a 


fourth year and you've locked yourself 
in your room for four days to write a 
25-page research paper. My hope is 
that the people who've experienced Re- 
deemer for more than a year can come 
back in September with the excitement 
and wonder reminiscent of first year. 


So here is my 
final piece of ad- 
vice to one-and-all: 
Let Redeemer (the 
school, the friends, 
the faculty and 
the staff) become 
a living entity to 
you. The day that 
Redeemer became 
more than the 
building where I attended classes was 
in second-year. I had a major spiritual 
panic attack in the washroom of dorm 
38. It messed me up, but it also turned 
out to be a pivotal time in my life. Af- 
ter that day Redeemer, and everything 
that it embodied, became a safety net 
for me. I o doubt that if I had 
never gone to than I would 


“I do not think 
that attending 
Redeemer guar- 
antees a level 10 
spiritual life.” 


be living a sad and empty life. Hey, I 
love Redeemer so much that I’m even 
in the official promotional video for it, 
and I did it for free. That's true love. 
Having said that, I do not think that at- 
tending Redeemer guarantees a level 
10 spiritual life because I’ve seen the 
complete opposite too many times to 
be naive. In my case I let 
Redeemer take life of its 
own and God used it to res- 
cue me from a horrible pit 
or, better yet, my own miry 
clay. Give God opportunity 
to do the same and you 
might find that when you 
graduate you'll miss this 
old place just like you'll 
miss your old university 
friends. 


Heck, even the Ed kids, the fourth 
years and the four-and-a-half years 
who just want out will miss Redeemer. 
When September comes and goes all 
of this year’s graduates will mourn for 
Redeemer while they look for a job in 
their field of expertise. Wish us luck! 


Now for my final farewell, which re- 
sembles my upcoming 2023 Oscar 
speech, (I plan on being like Mery! 
Streep, and wine, and getting better 
with age hence planning to win an Os- 
car 13 years from now) | would like to 
thank: the Registrar’s Office, Student 
Life, Financial Aid (they introduced 
me to my soul-mate, OSAP), all the 
professors who are glad I didn’t major 
in their fields and the ones who weren't 
so lucky. I'll thank my friends and most 
of all I want to thank you, dear first- 
years, for your time and for reading all 
of these articles. God bless you in the 
many years to come, at Redeemer or 
*gasp* not at Redeemer. Just promise 
me that you'll pass on your wisdom to 
next year’s first-years ...those poor, un- 
fortunate souls. 


Sincerely, Joy. 
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‘Soiree du Soleil’ banquet night of the sun 


BY CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


The 2010 spring banquet was a huge 
success with over 250 people attend- 
ing. Elaborately dressed Redeemer 
students in black suits and colourful 
dresses began filing out of the coach 
bus at 6:20pm on Friday night. After 
mingling in a well-decorated foyer and 
getting pictures taken, people contin- 
ued into the main dining hall and sat 
down at assigned tables adorned with 
beautiful, lit centerpieces. Waiters and 
waitresses in professional attire car- 
ried out fancy dish upon fancy dish, 
A delicious main course consisting of 
mashed potato, vegetables, and chick- 
en cordon blue was complimented by 
an apple-filled crepe for dessert. As 
this was such a dramatic change from 


the regular burnt university concoc- 
tions, the students lingered over the 
meal, enjoying the food for as long as 
possible. 


Approximately forty-five min- 
utes later, as coffee was distributed, 
two women professionally trained by 
Cirque de Soleil appeared on the dance 
floor. Wearing flowing garb that gradu- 
ally diminished into much more mea- 
gre clothing, these girls performed in- 
teresting balancing and flexibility feats 
which they incorporated into their 
dance. Aaron Vedder says, “The girls 
were a combination of strange and 
impressive because I have never seen 
anyone move like that before.” Their 
dance was certainly entertaining and 
prompted a variety of responses. 

This set the mood for the remainder 
of the evening as music by DJ Reid 


opened the floor to the appropriate 
Redeemer dancing that was described 
by MCs Matthew Weverink and Amy 
Peek. A few of the requirements they 
named included dancing at arm-length 
distance from your partner as well as 
positioning your hands appropriately 


during a slow dance, and the necessary — 
lack of disco dancing throughout the 


night. Songs like “Time to Pretend”, 
“Feel It In My Bones”, and “In and Out 
of Love” were interspersed periodically 
with slow songs throughout the eve- 
ning creating a wonderful variety. 

A fierce dance-off that took place part 
way through the night brought many 
competitors to show off some of their 
most impressive dance moves. By pop- 
ular vote of the observers, Matt and 
Amy walked despondent dancer after 
despondent dancer off the floor. Claims 
were made that tears beaded up in the 


dancers’ eyes as they trudged offstage. 
Finally, the dance-off culminated with 


Julia Bokma victoriously 

the win. It was Seat Oe aie hig 
tions of pride, love of dance, ne 
lenge ted these dancers to coospete:de- 
saa lia 


ing. Eventually, the coach bus arrived 
and everybody retired for the ey 

feeling like it was $28 well pent Mar 
tha Anne Maris sums 


student response saying, 

ties committee did an Pa: job 
planning and decorating. The food was 
delicious and the dance was quite ex- 
hilarating.” 
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Kyle and Kristin's final performance 


BY CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


Kyle Reid and Kristin Serrick, fourth 
year music majors at Redeemer, played 
their final performance Thursday, 
April 1. After hours and hours of prac- 
ticing, the pianists presented pieces by 
the classical artists Ginastera, Maurice 


Ravel, Chopin, Hayden, among others»... 


Kristin explained that “it was a lot of 
work to prepare for, having to practice 
about 2-3 hours or more a day.” Neatly 
dressed, they stepped confidently onto 
stage. Together they played approxi- 
mately an hour of tough, memorized 
music for a crowd of nearly a hundred 
people, including friends and family. 

Kyle Reid added a three-part compo- 
sition of his own at the end. This final 


song called, Memories of An Unknown 
Future, was performed with cymbals, 
electric and bass guitar, Kristin on key- 
board, cello, and Kyle playing on pia- 
no. Kyle says that “I have been working 
on these compositions on and off since 
last June and this one I’ve specifically 
focused on since January.” This was 
his first marked composition and he 
was really excited to present it to the 
crowd. 


Kristin and Kyle’s performance with 
Kristin widely grinning and Kyle giv- 
ing multiple peace signs. They both felt 
very satisfied when they had completed 
their performance. Kristin “breathed a 
sigh of relief when it was over” saying 
that she enjoyed it, but performance is 
probably not what she wants to get into 
and she would rather stick to playing 


eR ot 
A standing ovation concluded both 


Kristin and Kyle’s final performance. 


with worship teams. They were both 
very happy to see how many people 
came out to enjoy their music and they 


Rookery Nook keeps laughs coming 


BY KARA-JOY WHITE 


Rookery Nook is a comedy by Ben 
Travers, that was originally written 
and performed in England. Wednes- 
day, March 24, 2010 at 7:30pm, Rook- 
ery Nook opened its first performance 
at the Redeemer University College 
theatre directed by Raymond Louter, 
and performances ran until Saturday, 
March 27, 2010. The performance on 
Thursday, March 25, managed to cap- 
tivate its audience in a way that left the 
audience wanting more. We were often 
compelled to laugh at the ridiculous 
costumes, characters, or situations 
that made the play. Raymond Louter’s 
performance of Rookery Nook was the 
talk of the community and challenged 
many of its audience members to con- 
sider the seriousness of some of our 
own situations. 


The entire play revolved around 
how the two cousins, Clive and Gerald 
Popkiss, who were played by Talor Ev- 
ans and Stephen Siemens respectively, 


dealt with the young woman who had 
been kicked out of her home, Rhoda 
Marley, by Amanda Walker. The au- 
dience quickly realized that Clive and 
Gerald dealt with the issues regarding 
Rhoda more seriously than they prob- 
ably needed too, which makes the hu- 
mour of the play. The issues are blown 
out of proportion, from which more 
smaller issues arise, that are taken 
even more seriously than the main is- 
sue. These two young men found them- 
selves in many uneasy situations, that 
we as the audience find simply hilari- 
ous. However, if we were to be in their 
places, we probably would not have 
been laughing. 


Rookery Nook is a comedy, and as 
most comedies do, it makes us laugh. 
Through exaggerated responses to 
minor details and characters types 
to the extremes, Rookery Nook not 
only entertains its audience, but chal- 
lenges us to consider how often we 
may overreact, or blow our problems 
out of proportion. Raymond Louter’s 
performance of Rookery Nook further 


provokes us as the audience to con- 
sider what character, or characters, are 
we most like. Are we like the young, in- 
nocent, Rhoda, or ignorant, silly, Ger- 
ald. We could also be like the arrogant, 
vain, Gertrude Twine, Gerald’s sister in 
law, or Putz, Rhoda’s angry, control- 
ling step-father. Though we may not 
find ourselves exactly like either one 
of these characters, we can see parts of 
ourselves in each one of them. 


Rookery Nook encourages its audi- 
ence to see past the humour and to en- 
tertain the idea that, perhaps the char- 
acters and the problems presented on 
stage, are a part of the North American 
society today. Perhaps, this play was to 
encourage us to step back sometimes 
and to consider how our reactions 
to our problems may look to others 
around us. This play is supposed to do 
two things; Rookery Nook is supposed 
to help its audience laugh at themselves 
once in a while and to loosen up when 
faced with an insignificant problem. 
Raymond Louter accomplished the ob- 
jectives of the play very well. 


Photo by David Bakker. 


were glad to finally finish their practic- 
ing. 
Comment at TheCrown.ca 


Louter used some pretty ridiculous 
costume designs, which added to the 
goal of the performance, as well as the 
humour. Poppy Dickey’s costume, who 
was played by Paige Louter, was espe- 
cially ridiculous, but the eye catching 
costume helped to create an attention 
deprived character, who only wanted 
some attention, from anyone. Many of 
us can identify with needing attention. 
Even though that particular costume 
may have seemed unnecessary to the 
audience, Raymond Louter and his cos- 
tume designer, Bethany McMurray, re- 
alized the necessity of the wild costume 
to help create that character type. 


Rookery Nook was a wonderful ex- 
perience that kept the audience laugh- 
ing as they exited the theatre. This co- 
medic play kept its audience on its toes 
waiting to see what might happen next. 
It was a worth while experience that I 
would encourage anyone to see, if the 
opportunity ever presented itself. If 
you're simply looking for a good laugh 
at some ridiculous characters, or trying 
to discoyer where you fit in in today’s 
society,’ Rookery Nook is the perfect 
show.. 
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Events around campus 


Rookery Nook 


Closing Convocation 


Sarah Lynn Blair, Stephen Siemens, and Taylor Evans perform in Rookery Nook. Photo by Nathan Giancola President Cooper shows off newly acquired fishing rod in anticipation 
of retirement. Photo by Michelle Drew 


CoffeeHouse CoffeeHouse CoffeeHouse CofteeHouse CoffeeHouse CoffeeHouse CoffeeHouse Potceliouse Coffee 


Jordan Powell gives touching performance of original song. Karli Montesano and Corey VanHuizen open April 2010 Coffeehouse. Matt Brandsma regrets his accident. March coffeehouse 
March 2010. Photo by David Bakker. Photo by David Bakker. 2010. Photo by David Bakker 


Jazz Ensemble 


Summer spirit... 


Written and illustrated by Jordan Burgsma 


~* 


Redeemer’s Jazz Ensemble performance, Photo from Redeemer Photo Gallery 
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It’s the end of the world as we know it! 


BY PETER FRIESWICK 


Popular media has recently started 
discussing what shamans have known 
for decades: the world as we know it 
will end on December 21, 2012. Re- 
searchers and New Age scholars have 
noted that on the same day the an- 
cient Mayan calendar ends, our sun 
will align—for the first time in 26,000 
years—with the middle of the Milky 
Way galaxy. These same experts warn 
that this event will undoubtedly be ac- 
companied by the greatest spiritual 
transformation of human history—or, 
alternatively, the apocalypse. 


The reason for the lack of conclud- 
ing consensus can be attributed to the 
fact that these so-called experts mainly 
consist of the ‘citizen journalists’ that 
infest the large number of blogs, vlogs, 
and social networks available to our so- 
ciety. There may even be a legitimate 
scientist or two caught up in the excite- 
ment, but even they have yet to deliver 
any conclusive evidence that 2013 will 
be rung in with one killer catastrophe 
of a New Year’s Eve party. Frankly, it’s 
sadly reminiscent of the Y2K craze, 
when the ever-reliable media predict- 
ed with cutting edge sound bites and 
scientifically savvy technocrats, that a 
panicked public would soon be cutting 
each other’s throats when the com- 
puter fed economy skipped a beat and 
crashed. Hmm...I must have blinked 


Approx 100 students 
polled. 


g 


and missed it. 


It is unreasonable to be frightened by 
superstitious tales spun by doom mon- 
gers and magic-eight-ball-gazing pseu- 
doscientists, when so far the only proof 
they have is speculative, made authori- 
tative only by their own endorsements. 
The common theme throughout their 
works is, “We think that...” or “When 
there is more data it might conclude...” 
In other words, “Pad our palms, buy 
our books, and we'll give you our am- 
biguous opinion of the future.” If you 
truly hanker for a vague predication 
of future events, buy a fortune cookie: 
they’re cheaper and a heck of a lot eas- 
ier to swallow. 


It is even more ironic that our society, 
which divorces religion from science, 
would listen to the calendar of a race so 
sophisticated, they ritually sacrificed 
themselves to appease the spirits. 


Still, if the earth must be consumed in 
fire or bathed in an aura of hyper-spir- 
itual rays, so be it. I can only hope that 
our long-dead Mayan friends are not as 
fickle at foreseeing the future as were 
our own spiritual predecessors. Fol- 
lowers of Knud Weiking, a Danish cult 
leader, built a survival bunker when an 
alien told him of a nuclear holocaust in 
1967. Still another religious sect wrote 


Ponce or Beef? 


a book with the frighteningly compel- 
ling title: “87 Reasons Jesus is Coming 
Back in 1987”; and according to the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses we have already 
missed the Second Coming of Christ at 
least five times—in 1874, 1878, 1881, 
1910, and 1925. I would hate to miss 


Earth Image from www.freeimages.uk.co 


seeing Jesus a sixth, seventh, or eighth 
time in 2012. 
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FUNNY BON 


Across 

1- Darn; 

5- Back talk; 

8- Water, abroad; 

12- Between ports; 

13- Swellings; 

i5- Respiratory organ; 

16- Drops from the sky; 

17- New York city; 

18- “Venerable” English monk; 
i9- Ancient language of Gaul; 
22- Aurora’s counterpart; 

23- Cornerstone abbr.; 

24- Frond plant; 

26- Actress Mason; 

29- Anew; 
31- Darlin’; 
32- DuBois 
34- Valleys; 

36- Baltic feeder; 

38- Ascends; 

40- Actress Turner; 

41- Humped ruminant; 

43- Chairs; 

45- Cpl., for one; 

46- Small lobe; 

48- Deceive; 

50- Former French colony of north- 
western Africa; 


talented” group; 


51- Decoration at the top of a chair leg; 


52- Land in la mer; 

54- Imperturbable; 

61- Goes down; 

63- New Hampshire city; 
64- Person, place, or thing; 
65- Bottom of the barrel; 


Comic by Peter Frieswick 


Whaahh! 


Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords,com (http://www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission 


66- Four-door; 

67- Cross inscription; 
68- Goes astray; 

69- Convened; 

70- Elderly, matured; 


Down 

i- Sportscaster Albert; 

2- Biblical birthright seller; 
3- Singer Sedaka; 

4- Peril; 

5- Lounge; 

6- Brain wave; 

7- Heating fuel; 

8- Long-sleeved linen vestment; 
g- State in NE Australia; 
10- Go back, in a way; 

11- A long time; 

13- Arctic gale; 

14- Smell; 

20- Kind of prof.; 

21- Dweeb; 

25- Actual; 

26- Related to form; 

27- Wind speed measuring instru- 
ment; 

28- Licorice-like flavoring; 
29- In front; 

30- Therefore; 

31- Ad ; 

33- Half a fly; 

35- Paulo, Brazil; 

37- First name in country; 
39- Raise a grade?; 

42- Corker; 

44- Hit with an open hand; 


This is the most de- 
pressing literature | 
have ever read! 


| 


Dostoevesky? Goethe? 


57- Med school subj.; 

58- Dull resonant sound; 

59- Decoy; 

60- Children’s author Blyton; 
62- Draft org.; 


47-Rings of a chain; 

49- The Muse of astronomy; 
52- Land in water; 

53- Lecherous look; 

55- Dues; 

56- Moon of Jupiter; 


Chekhov? Tolstoy? 


Poe? Hardy? 
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BY JORDAN BURGSMA 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 


It’s taken me a while, but I’m begin- 
ning to come to a bit of a realization. 
University is a big deal. Now, I can 
predict that you reacted to that state- 
ment in one of two ways: if you are in 
your first three years, you might have 
thought, “you are correct! University is 
great. It is super. There is nothing that 
will fulfill me in the same ways that 
my professors, church in the box, my 
dormmates, and check- 
ing my mailbox exces- 
sively have.” If you are 
in your final year, how- 


“Just when it all 
feels meaningless, 


THE CROWN/CLOWN 


Graduation grief - what is our legacy? 


a strange sense of inadequacy. I have 
been concentrating on these things for 
the past few weeks, though it is easy to 
find distractions from solving this feel- 
ing. The grad gift seems to be a flop for 
the second year in a row; farewell beers 
are being shared by friends all around; 
the weather is see-sawing; and assign- 
ments stack higher than ever. Just 
when it all feels meaningless, you sud- 
denly realize an obvious truth; for four 
years you have been working towards 
an accomplishment — but as soon as 
you step out 
of these doors, 
you'll be back 
on the bottom 


ever, you likely thought, : rung. 

Vourcincerecterod you suddenly realize 

sir have spent nee an obvious truth; for if yen 
48,000 on tuition weren't feel- 

aa age afer four years you have _ ing ecclesias- 

to a farm gir oy ‘ tical before, 

turned academic, and I been working I’m sure you 

am heading into a ca- are now. 

reer which I feel sus- towards an 

piciously inadequate . ” One day, 

for. So much so, that it accomplishment. if vane like 


is almost a relief that I 

am not getting any job interviews.” I 
am writing to the latter — though, re- 
ally I’m writing to everyone who will 
end up graduating. 


Trust me, readers, I know how you 
feel. Aside from not marrying a farm 
girl (I am married, and to a mason’s 
ata ds my list matches the status 
quo; high uncertain future, and 


a 


(Fill-in-the-blank Bible 


me, you'll be 
sorting through your summer sched- 
ule, checking the cost of flights back 
from Thunder Bay for graduation, 
and wondering, “should I bother? Do 
I even want to go?” And if you're like 
me, you'll click “pay with visa”. 


Why does it matter? Well, for one 
thing, students over the past few years 
have not taken these benchmark events 

773 § ie sh a and 


As if there weren't enough ways to deliberately misinter- 
pret the Bible already, now there’s the Personal Promise 


Bible (PPB) 


BY PETER FRIESWICK 


As if there weren’t already enough 
ways to deliberately misinterpret the 
Bible, now there’s one more: the Per- 
sonal Promise Bible (PPB). Produced 
by Phronesis International since 2005, 
the PPB promises customers: “you will 
read your first name personalized in... 
over 7,000 places throughout the com- 
plete Old and New Testaments.” 


The technology behind the prod- 
uct is simple. It replaces some of the 
“you” words in Scripture with your first 
name, to reflect God’s personal prom- 
ises to you. It can also insert the first 
name of your spouse as well. For ex- 
ample Prov. 18:22 can become: “When 
John found Barbara, he found a good 
thing, And John received favor from 
the Lord”(PPB). 


Now, let’s say John got a copy of the 
PPB with his girlfriend’s name inserted 
in all the relevant areas. If their rela- 
tionship should turn sour in six months 
time, is John in danger of being smited 
by God for no longer believing in His 
sacred, unchangeable Word? 


For the low-low price of $129.00 
USD, customers can buy their very own 


PPB (the complete Old and New Testa- 
ments). What makes it worth so little? 
According to the company’s website, 
they are able to offer reasonable prices 
by slashing production costs: each PPB 
“is printed on a state-of-the-art laser 
jet printer at a ‘satellite’ office which 
we have set up in the homes of several 
home-schooling moms of our church. 
Your printed Bible is then sent to a 
commercial bindery that specializes in 
Bibles. The result is a beautiful, per- 
sonalized Bible that you or your loved 
one will enjoy for years.” 


I even know someone who will be en- 
joying his own, lovingly-personalized 
copy. 


Satan. 


No, really. The PPB online software 
allows ANY name to be inserted into the 
text. I tried it out, and now 1 Cor. 3:9 
says “Satan is one of God’s fellow work- 
ers” (PPB). Rom. 8:37 declares: “Satan 
is more than a conqueror through Him 
who loved him” (PPB). Also, according 
to the titles that accompany each verse 
of the PPB, Satan is also “God's son”, “a 
friend of Christ”, “God’s temple”, and a 
host of other blasphemous things. 

This of course begs a few theological 


seriously — if I had my way, every sin- 
gle student would be at opening convo- 
cation with a tie or blouse. Setting the 
tone for the year is important for many 
people, and the same goes for gradua- 
tion. Recognizing that your diploma is 
more than a sheet of paper signed by 
a registrar, but a tangible piece of evi- 
dence for all of the hard work you have 
put into your education, is a critical first 
step to getting out of the grad-funk. 
While you may still not have a job, and 
you might still be looking at a summer 
full of training, you can begin to recog- 
nize that you learned much more than 
you think you did, and when you start 
practicing your trade, it will show. 


Will we leave a legacy? Maybe. Will it 
be related to any of the work we've done 
in the past four years? Likely not. You 
and I, reader, have filled our toolboxes, 
and now — finally — it’s coming time to 
find something to fix. After a decade or 
so of relationship kludging and profes- 
sional tinkering, and after a lifetime of 
faithful service, you might be able to 
look back far enough to remember four 
special years that gave you friends, 
skills, experience, and(most impor- 
tantly) a foundation in Christ to build 
all of these upon. 


See what I did there? You are all now 
writing your wills in order to defer your 
remaining pension to Redeemer in 
2047. If you are not, then I suggest you 
do at least one thing: think of a way to 
stay connected. As much as Redeemer 


questions. If switching the name in the 
verse changes its meaning, how can we 
still claim to be reading God’s Word? 
What if someone opens your PPB and 
is offended that God has given you 
all the promises? Do they also insert 
your name into verses like Lk. 21:17: 
“All men will hate you because of me” 


(NIV)? 


I wonder if the makers of this book 
haveany difficulty translating the prom- 
ises of Rev. 22:18-19: “I warn Personal 
Promise Bible who hears the words of 
the prophecy of this book: If Personal 
Promise Bible adds anything to them, 
God will add to Personal Promise Bible 
the plagues described in this book. And 
if Personal Promise Bible takes words 
away from this book of prophecy, God 
will take away from Personal Promise 
Bible their share in the tree of life and 
in the holy city, which are described in 
this book.” 


I'm sure it would make the company 
feel toasty warm to know that God is di- 
recting, personally, His wrath at them. 
For all I know, it just might, as their 
homepage plays up the concept of 
making one’s relationship with God 
more intimate: “Have you ever insert- 
ed your name as you read the Bible to 
make it more personal? Now you can 
experience the reality of God's love and 
promises in a way you never thought 
possible.” 


Indeed. I never would have imagined. 
A Note to the Reader 


needs money, faculty, and students, it 
also needs a supporting community 
to encourage individuals to succeed. 
Why? Because despite being a first 
step, university is a big deal! Nothing 
has been more influential for me than 
the encouragement of alumni who have 
taken the same steps I am walking right 
now and somehow ended up being re- 
spected professionals. Though much 
more developed, the same framework 
that I have been equipped with has 
allowed others to excel in their work, 
faith, and relationships. 


As I close off my final editorial here 
at The Crown, I want to take the oppor- 
tunity to remind you of who we are. A 
mentor once told me that young people 
are like uncut diamonds; they appear 
rough and dark, but as each lesson is 
learned in life, a chip is cut away. When 
you leave here and begin to show the 
brilliance that God planted inside of 
you from the beginning, take the time 
to pray for students after you, and if 
possible, reach out to individual under- 
grads. Leave with no regrets, and try to 
make this place better than it was when 
you started. 
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I am aware that not everyone un- 
derstands satire, and may be offended 
by what I've written. What you will find 
below is my rational for why I wrote 
the article. 


In short, I am concerned with the 
tendency to want make God and His 
promises so personal, that we exclude 
others. It must be remembered that 
God so loved the world—and not just 
Peter or Susan or Greg. 


Altering Scripture to suite our own 
needs is not merely a matter of reading 
a different translation. It can actually 
change the meaning of the text in ways 
that are misleading, exclusive, and rel- 
ativistic. 


I understand that some people 
may genuinely desire to make God's 
Word more applicable by having their 
name inserted into the text, but it is 
not necessary. Hebrews 4:12 says “For 
the word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, 
it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart” 
(NIV). The Spirit of God will show us 
what we need to apply to our lives. Any 
arbitrary insertions on our own part is 
foolish and can cloud the true message 
God wants us to see. 
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Sandwiches taste better when someone else makes 
them: Science 


AMY MINSKY — THE CONCORDIAN 
MONTREAL (CUP) 


Sandwiches taste better when they 
are prepared by someone else, science 
said in a release on March 25. 


The findings, published in the jour- 
nal Science, put an end to the age-old 
question of whether the phenomenon 
of enjoying food made by others more 
than food prepared and eaten by the 
same individual is psychological or fac- 
tual. 


“Our findings leave no question,” 
said scientist Dr. Joseph Lickler. “In 
100 per cent of the cases we studied, 
the subjects preferred sandwiches they 
had not prepared over those they made 
themselves.” 


Test subjects worked in pairs, each 
preparing six sandwiches at a time — 
two ham and cheese, two peanut butter 
and jelly, and two veggie — using the 
same fillings, condiments and bread. 
Subjects first sampled one of their own 
sandwiches, then took a few bites from 
their partner’s. 


The process was repeated 12 times, 
each time with a different partner. 
“IT don’t know what it was,” said Frank 
Jones, one of 300 participants who 
took part in the study. “But boy, every- 
body else’s sandwiches were so much 
better.” 


Lickler, looking over notes he col- 
lected from the participants, said, 
“Across the board, the enjoyment of a 


sandwich is increased when it is made 
by someone else.” 


Though scientists are only beginning 
to analyze the results, Lickler said he 
and his colleagues have a few working 
theories. 


“We think it might have something 
to do with the element of surprise,” 
he said. “When you put a sandwich 
together on your own, your brain is 
calculating the taste it will create. So 
when you bite into your own sandwich, 
it’s less exciting.” 


Another possibility the scientists are 
looking into is whether more care is 
put into sandwiches when they are be- 
ing made for someone else, rendering 
them much more tasty. 


TheCrown.ca 


Prior to conducting the study, scien- 
tists thought exposure to the ingredi- 
ents satisfied cravings, thus rendering 
self-made sandwiches less enjoyable. 
“But now we're questioning that the- 
ory,” Lickler said. “Because even after 
handling, smelling and sometimes tast- 
ing the ingredients, the subjects still 
enjoyed their partners’ sandwiches.” 


Lickler said he expects the analysis 
to be completed in six months. 


The team of scientists will test the 
findings on other foods, to see whether 
the same science applies to soups, spa- 
ghetti and meatball sauce, and scram- 
bled eggs. 
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Band geeks investigated for their ‘Ode to Joy’ 


BY LUCY S. DIAMOND 
CLOWN REPORTER 


The Redeemer community is in 
shock this morning, after learning that 
the school’s Symphonia is being in- 
vestigated for steroid use. Officials be- 
came suspicious after Redeemer’s mu- 
sic group gave their final performance, 
last Friday night. 


“The musicians looked like they were 
enjoying themselves too much. We 
also noticed that their fiddler fiddled 
a little too fast,” said Gary Smith, the 
lead investigator in the inquiry. “They 
must have been filling up on something 
funny.” 


In a prepared statement, an incred- 
ibly ripped spokesperson for the mu- 
sic department denied the allegations. 
“There is no way these charges are 
even remotely true. If our musicians 


are filled with anything, it is the Holy 
Spirit.” 


“Not likely,” Smith responded. “We 
have credible reports that they sing 
about having ‘the joy, joy down in their 
hearts’. I think it is safe to say we all 
know what ‘joy’ is a euphemism for.” 


Redeemer’s school board had an 
emergency meeting to decide their 
next move in the legal proceedings. 
The meeting was eventually adjourned, 
with little headway made, due to an ar- 
gument about a lack of coffee cream- 
ers. 


On a possibly unrelated note, in- 
vestigators have noticed an increasing 
trend in valve oil missing from the mu- 
sic room. 
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BY MATTHEW WEVERINK 


A Poem. 


Had we but school enough and time, 
Digressions, Loney, were no crime. 
We would wait here, and think which 
way 

To sit, and pass our class away. 

Thou by the sweet Niag’ra’s side 


Shouldst students find; I by the Tide 
Of laundry would complain. We would 
Write notes in class until a flood, 

Or some disaster force us to 

Abandon pen and paper true. 

Our pop cultural puns should grow 
Vaster than Faber’s, and more slow; 
An hundred years should go to graze 
On wisdom from Shakespearean 
plays; 


sh profs 


Two hundred to prepare for tests 
But certainly we'd save the best 
For Bowen’s work, Van Rys’ art, 
Because these two are very smart. 
Professors you deserve this state, 
Nor would we learn at lower rate. 


But at our backs we always hear 

The summer’s chariot hurrying near; 
And yonder all before us shine 

Sun’s rays off meadows, oh, so fine. 
Thy poems shall no more be read, 
Nor, shall your plays ring in our head 
With echoing song; then dust shall lie 
On textbooks ‘til they're hid from eye, 
And then we will lose all our quotes 
And into ashes all our notes: 

The classroom’s a fine place to learn, 
But come May, none do there return. 


Now therefore, while the eager eyes 
Still look to you without despise, 
And while we all still wish to gain 


More information for our brain, 

Now teach us well while ye may, 

And now, before we want to play, 
Rather at once give us knowledge 

At this Redeemer University College. 
Let us roll our minds and all 

Our learning up into one ball 

And tear our int'llect with rough strife 
Through the alloy gates of life: 

Thus, though we cannot make our sun 
Stand still, yet we will make him run. 
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Possible Kidnapping on Sesame 
Street: 3 suspects apprehended 


BY HAROLD HOFFMAN 
CLOWN REPORTER 


SESAME WORKSHOP 

Police are looking for Big Bird, the 
well known resident of Sesame Street, 
who has been missing for 48 hours. 
Though Big Bird has no known ene- 
mies, his neighbours suspect foul play. 
Police investigating the case have three 
suspects. By pulling some illegal vigi- 
lante reporter strings, the newspaper 
invaded their personal privacy and 
blackmailed them into talking. 


The first suspect, a Gang leader 
known as “Mack Knife”, swears he 
didn't do it. “I don’t know nothing 
about it,” he said. 


“I’m _ not sad about it though,” the 
Knife said later, grinning like a shark. 
“The word on the street is The Bird 
went to an out of town hospital with 
avian flu, and that’s not something I 
want.’ 


When asked why the police think 
he’s a suspect, the Knife said, “I’m the 
leader of the Hate Sesame Gang. I hate 
everything to do with Sesames: seeds, 
buns, streets—I hate it all. They think 
I have it in for the bird because I know 
he’s a stool pigeon.” 


The second suspect is 10 year old 
Abigail Sims. Miss Sims has no idea 
why the police are investigating her. 
“Big Bird is my idol,” she said. “I would 
never do anything to harm him. Never 
in a million years.” 


Abigail couldn't stop talking about 
Big Bird. “I have posters of him every- 
where in my room. Oh my gosh! I even 
have a Big Bird tattoo on both of my 
biceps—want to see them?” she asked. 
[he third suspect is Mr. Snuffleupagus, 

reclusive woolly elephantine crea- 


ture, who was heard to hang around 


with Big Bird. He was not available for 


comment. The word on the street is 
he kidnapped his feathered friend and 
sold him to Colonel Sanders (of Ken- 
tucky fame). 


Though police are investigating the 
incident, Police Chief, Tom Crick’n- 
eck, says that no one should panic. 
“This is 
gone missing from its community. For 


not the first time a bird has 


all we know, He’s migrated to Florida 
for the winter.” 


Big Bird’s neighbours are outraged 
that the police don’t appear to be work- 
ing very hard to solve what they believe 
is a “terrible tragedy.” The Count listed 
on his fingers the number of times the 
police have botched similar cases, Os- 
car the Grouch trash talked the plain 
clothes detectives sifting through his 
garbage for evidence, and Elmo giggled 


uncontrollably from a nervous break- 
down. 


Sesame Street’s locals are taking 
matters into their own hands and urg- 
ing anyone with information regarding 
Big Bird’s whereabouts to call 1-800- 
753-2219. “He's a bit of a bird brain, 
always has his head in the clouds. He's 
a bit of a big chicken too, but we love 
him and want him back,” neighbour 
Bert said. 


Redeemer Guitar Crooners May Endanger Wildlife 


BY PETER FRIESWICK 


Angry residents in Redeemer’s mar- 


ried apartment: wondering 
vhat is it that 


guys caterwaul outside while 


rOW are 
about warm weather 
make 
strumming on recently purchased gui- 
tars. Canadian literary critic Northrop 
Frye may have the answer. 

According to Frye, the season of 
a symbol of fertility. Thus 
young males, like other hormonal crea 


opring 1s 


tures of instinct, feel the need to attract 


1 mate in warm weather. Their falsetto 
voice change and badly tuned guital 
playing are designed to do just this, 

“Does this happen all over, or only at 
Redeemer?” one disgruntled resident 
asked, 

Sadly, pseudoscientists have shown 
that off-key crooning during Spring; 
time is a national phenomenon, Thou- 
sands of young men flock to porches, 
malls, beaches, and parks each year in 
order to shrill their mating calls. 


Though some may have their doubts, 
out of tune screeching does actually at- 
tract females—though not always of 
the same species. Apparently a herd 
of Moose wandered off their migra- 
tory path last week and attacked sev- 
eral young men, after being attracted 
by their caterwauling. Later, the OPP 
found the Moose lost in the city with a 
group of equally lost camels, smoking 
cigarettes. 

“This has got to stop,” the Canadian 


Wildlife Federation said in a prepared 
statement last Wednesday. “Our Moose 
are getting confused, attacking people, 
mixing with the wrong crowd, and ul- 
timately exposing themselves to lung 
cancer because of these crooning Don 
Juans. Save the wildlife, save your own 
life, and save your neighbour's ears. 
Please stop!” 
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